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SENATE PASSES WHEELER BILL 


Unlike Pending House Measure It Contains No 
Special Provisions on Advertising 


The Wheeler bill (S. 1077) which would amend the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission Act by making unlawful unfair or 
deceptive acts and practices in commerce was passed by the 
Senate on Monday, March 29. 


The bill makes no reference to Federal Trade Commission 
control over food and drug advertising. In the House, on 
the other hand, Chairman Lea of the Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce, who had introduced early this 
session a companion bill to the Wheeler measure, introduced 
a new proposal, after having held subcommittee hearings on 
his bill, containing added and extensive provisions for the 
regulation of food and drug advertising by the Federal Trade 
Commission. 

The situation at present is that the Senate has disposed 
of the two bills: the Copeland amendment to the Food and 
Drugs Act, which would give the Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration control over advertising, and the Wheeler amendment 
to the Federal Trade Commission Act, which would not at- 
tempt to regulate such advertising. Pending in the House 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee are the two 
major food and drug bills, the Copeland and Chapman meas- 
ures, both of which provide for advertising control to be in 
the Food and Drug Administration, and Representative Lea's 
new Federal Trade Commission Act amendment bill (H. R. 
5854) containing provisions for food and drug advertising 
control through the Federal Trade Commission. 


Chairman Lea's bill would provide that it shall be unlaw- 
ful to disseminate or cause to be disseminated any false ad- 
vertisement for the purpose of inducing, or which is likely 
to induce, directly or indirectly, the purchase of food, drugs, 
devices, or cosmetics and that such dissemination shall be 
an unfair or deceptive act or practice in commerce within 
the meaning of the proposed amendments to Section 5 of the 
Act which are also contained in the Wheeler bill. This 
would permit the Commission to proceed against an alleged 
violator through service of a complaint followed by a hear- 
ing and the issuance of a cease and desist order if in the 
opinion of the Commission a violation exists. 

‘The amendments to Section 5 would also allow the Com- 
mission, on its belief that an order to cease and desist had 
been violated or is about to be violated, to apply to the Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals for enforcement of the order. The 
eflect of this proposed change in the Trade Commission Act 
would be to throw the burden of proof upon the alleged 
violator, whereas at present the burden of sustaining an 
allegation of violation of an order is on the Commission. 
Other amendments would limit the right of appeal from an 
order of the Commission to 60 days and would permit the 


Court of Appeals to issue temporary injunctions while a 
case is pending before it. 

The bill would further provide that whenever the Commis- 
sion has reason to believe, first, that a false advertisement 
is about to be disseminated, or second, that an advertisement 
is likely to induce the use of a commodity in a manner which 
may be injurious to health, it may bring suit in a district 
court to enjoin the dissemination, or the causing of the dis- 
semination, pending the issuance of a complaint under Sec- 
tion 5. 


The penalties that would be established by the proposed 
Lea amendment in regard to false advertisements fix a civil 
penalty of not more than $1,000 and of not more than $50 
for each day that a violation continues. If the false adver- 
tisement is of such a nature as to induce or is likely to induce 
the use of a commodity in a manner which may be injurious 
to health the bill provides for a fine of not more than $5,000 
or for imprisonment of not more than one year or for both 
a fine and imprisonment. 


MINIMUM WAGE LAW UPHELD 


Supreme Court Overrules Earlier Decision — 
Rulings in Other Cases of Interest 


On March 29th the U. S. Supreme Court by a five-to-four 
decision held valid the Washington State minimum wage law 
for women, and by a unanimous decision, upheld the amended 
Railway Labor Act. It also held valid the Virginia law estab- 
lishing a milk commission with power to fix maximum and 
minimum prices for milk. 

The issue in the minimum wage case was the constitution- 
ality of the Washington statute which makes it unlawful to 
employ women at wages that are not adequate for their main- 
tenance, the adequacy of such minimum wage to be estab- 
lished by the State's Industrial Welfare Committee. The case 
had come on appeal from a decision of the Supreme Court 
of Washington, and it was argued that the United States Su- 
preme Court's decision which held invalid a District of Co- 
lumbia minimum wage act under the due process clause of 
the Fifth Amendment, was applicable in the present case. 
The Court, however, overruled the latter decision, holding 
it to have been “a departure from the true application of the 
principles governing the regulation by the State of the rela- 
tion of employer and employed.” The present decision of 
the Court has started movements toward reenactment of State 
laws invalidated on the basis of the earlier decision, and has 
likewise stimulated interest in the enactment of legislation in 
States which had not undertaken to enact minimum wage 
laws for women. 

In the decision in the case involving the validity of provi- 
sions of the Railway Labor Act, the Court held that under that 
Act a Federal Court might decree that employers should 
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enter into negotiations with representatives of the employee 
organization that has been certified by the Mediation Board 
as the collective bargaining agency for the railroads’ em- 
ployees. The Court also held that the services of repair shop 
employees were so vitally concerned with the satisfactory 
performance of the interstate operation of the railroad as to 
be regulated within the constitutionally delegated commerce 
powers of Congress. 

A Virginia statute which established a Milk Commission 
having power to create within the State natural market areas, 
and to fix, within such areas, the minimum and maximum 
prices to be charged for milk, was upheld by the Court. 

The power of the State to fix a minimum price for milk in 
order to save producers and the consuming public from price 
cutting so destructive as to endanger the supply, a power 
which was affirmed by the Supreme Court in a recent milk 
control case, was not challenged in the suit of the Highland 
Farms Dairy v. Agnew. The dairy company had assailed the 
statute on four grounds: first, that it was invalid as an un- 
lawful delegation of the legislative power of the State; sec- 
ond, that the provisions for the cancellation of established 
prices, when requested by a majority of the producers and 
distributors within a market area, was a delegation of the 
power of repeal to unofficial agencies; third, that a burden 
is put upon interstate commerce; and fourth, that the statute 
was invalid through its failure to prescribe the standards to 
be applied by the Commission in granting or refusing to grant 
licenses. 

The Court overruled the contentions of the appellant, hold- 
ing that how a State distributes power among governmental 
agencies is a State question; that as the power of cancellation 
had not been exercised the controversy in that regard was 
abstract and conjectural; that neither by the statute nor by 
practice had there been a burden placed on interstate com- 
merce, and that the statute makes provision for sedulous pro- 
tection against abuse of power by the Commission. 


Australian Canned Fruit Cocktail 


Canned fruit cocktail has been sold in the various States 
of Australia during the last 18 or 20 months, and sales, it is 
stated, are still steadily increasing, according to the Ameri- 
can trade commissioner at Sydney. 

The product is usually made up in the following propor- 
tions: Pineapple, 50; pawpaw, 27; banana, 18; passion 
fruit, 5. These proportions, however, vary from time to time 
according to the availability of the several fruits. Sometimes 
pineapple represents as high as 60 per cent of the fruit cock- 
tai) and small variations are occasionally necessary in the 
other fruits. 

The cocktail is prepared by cooking the various fruits to- 
gether, which practice tends to reduce to some extent the 
identity of some flavors, but extreme loss in this direction is 
minimized by the strength of the sugar syrup that is used. 
The idea of joint cooking is to reduce processing costs. One 
dozen 30 oz. cans are at present being sold at 9/3d. (Aus- 
tralian) in Melbourne and Sydney, or at about $1.80 at pres- 
ent rates of exchange. 

So far only one small sample shipment has been exported, 
and no advice is expected for several months as to its ac- 
ceptability to consumers in the United Kingdom. 


Canned Fruit Imports into Czechoslovakia 


Imports of canned fruits into Czechoslovakia in 1936 
showed an increase of 27 per cent in both volume and valua- 
tion, increasing from 694,500 pounds valued at 1,454,000 
crowns in 1935 to 884,000 pounds valued at 1,877,000 crowns 
in 1936, according to the American commercial attache in 
Prague. The increased demand resulted in spite of various 
unfavorable factors, such as exchange control, extremely 
high duties, etc., prevailing throughout the year and it is be- 
lieved that it foretells a greater demand in 1937, especially 
in view of the reduction in stringent exchange control regula- 
tions and the avowed desire on the part of many high offi- 
cials of the Czechoslovak Government that Czechoslovak bene- 
fit from the world’s expanding trade. 

In 1935 it is reported that the United States furnished 85 
per cent of the total imports of canned fruits into Czecho- 
slovakia and although the preliminary figures did not show 
the origin of the 1936 imports it is believed that the United 
States furnished a like or even greater percentage. 


To Pack Halibut in Aluminum Containers 


Prompted by the need for further outlets for the large 
catch of halibut, the canning of halibut in aluminum con- 
tainers will be undertaken by the Norsk Aluminum Com- 
pany with the aid of the Norwegian Government, according 
to a recent press report forwarded by the American consulate 
at Oslo. The Brandtzaeg canning factories at Abelvaer, 
Norway, have been rented for this purpose and present plans 
provide for the canning of approximately 70,000 kilos in 
boxes of 4% or 1 kilo. It is claimed that the fish will retain 
its fresh taste in containers of this type. The product will 
be sold at reasonable prices and the Director of Fisheries 
hopes that it will be possible in this manner to encourage 
other canning factories to undertake similar operations. 


Forecast of Freight Movement 


Freight car loadings in the second quarter of 1937 are 
expected to be about 7.5 per cent above actual laadings in 
the same quarter in 1936, according to estimates made public 
by the Association of American Railroads. 

On the basis of these estimates, freight car loadings of 
the twenty-nine principal commodities will be 5,730,219 cars 
in the second quarter of 1937, compared with 5,331,496 actual 
loadings for the same commodities in the corresponding pe- 
riod in 1936. 

Loadings of canned goods, including catsup, jams, jellies, 
olives, pickles, preserves, etc., during the second quarter are 
estimated at 41,440 cars, as compared with actual loadings 
of 38,867 cars in the corresponding quarter of 1936,*an in- 
crease of 6.6 per cent. 


SOIL BUILDING PAYMENTS 


Association Leaflet Gives General Information— 
State Bulietins Being Issued 


Under the provisions of the Soil Conservation Act for 
1937, growers of fruits and vegetables, in many instances, 
may earn more this year through soil building payments 
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than was possible last season. In answering questions raised 
by canning crops growers, canners and their field men may 
find useful the statement on this subject prepared by the 
Association, which appeared in the Inrornmation Letrer 
for March 13. This statement discusses important points in 
connection with the application of the program to canning 
crops, the types of payments available under the Act, and 
the soil building allowances in various regions. It is now 
available in leaflet form and copies may be had upon request 
directed to the Raw Products Bureau. 


Leaflets describing the ways farmers in each State may 
conserve soil and qualify for soil-building payments under 
the Agricultural Conservation Program are being issued by 
the Information Service of the Agricultural Adjustment Ad- 
ministration. Leaflets covering New Jersey, Vermont and 
New Hampshire have just been received by the Association 
and soil-building practices to be followed in each of these 
States are listed below. Additional information regarding 
these practices is included in the leaflets, copies of which 
may be obtained upon request directed to the above agency. 
As additional leaflets are released by the Administration, 
notice will be given of them in the INronmation Letter. 


New Jersey: Soil-building practices include seeding clover 
or alfalfa; growing annual grasses or small grains as green- 
manure crops; pone legumes as green-manure crops; 
ae ge forest trees; building 2-strand or 3-strand wood- 
and pasture fences; mulching orchards; liming cropland 
or pasture; using phosphoric acid, potash or nitrogen with 
a crops; and maintaining soil on cranberry 

gs. 

New Hampsuine: Soil-building practices include liming 
cropland and pasture; using phosphoric acid, potash or 
nitrogen with soil-conserving crops; seeding clover or alfalfa; 
growing small en or annual grasses as green-manure 
crops; growing legumes as green-manure crops; mulching 
orchards; removing unproductive orchard trees and main- 
taining soil-conserving crops; planting forest trees; improv- 
ing woodland; and building 2-strand or 3-strand woodland 
pasture fences, 

Vermont: Liming cropland and pasture; using phosphoric 
acid, potash, or nitrogen with soil-conserving erapne seeding 
clover or alfalfa; growing small grains or annual grasses as 


green-manure crops; growing legumes as green-manure 
crops; mulching orchards; excluding livestock from maple 
sugar orchards; planting forest trees; improving woodlands ; 
and building 2-strand or 3-strand woodland pasture fences. 


Canning Industry in Egypt 

Although lack of suitable raw materials, backwardness in 
industrial development, absence of government support, and 
availability of cheap import products have hindered the 
development of a canning industry in Egypt, some progress 
has been made in recent years, and there are now three can- 
neries in operation, the output of which consists chiefly of 
tomato paste. The American trade commissioner at Cairo 
reports that all of these canneries are equipped with can- 
‘raking and canning machinery of French and German manu- 
facture. The output of tomato paste in Egypt rose during 
the period when the League of Nations’ sanctions were in 
force, but Italian competition has again become intensive in 
Egypt, and imports from Italy have tended to curtail the 
output in Egyptian plants. An interesting feature of the 


Egyptian production is that the Egyptian tomato contains 
about 20 per cent less pulp than the Italian tomato owing 
to the fact that Egyptian fruits and vegetables because of 
their rapid growth are watery and lack bulk. 


Canned Grapefruit Shipments from Tampa to 
Pacific Coast 


Shipments of canned grapefruit from Tampa to Pacific 
Coast ports in February amounted to 218,766 cases, while 
shipments of canned grapefruit juice totaled 7,500 cases, 
according to the Jacksonville office of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce. 


Employment and Prices 


The following indexes on employment and prices are the 
latest now available. For employment and payrolls they are 
based on the average for 1923-25 as 100 per cent, while for 
wholesale prices 1926 is taken as 100 per cent. 


Employment Payrolls 
Feb. Jan. Feb. Feb. Jan. Feb. 
1937 1937 1936 1937 1937 1936 
All industries......... 98.9 96.5 86.9 95.7 90.6 73.7 
92.9 89.7 78.3 97.2 85.8 67.7 


Wholesale Prices 
Mar. 20 Mar. 13 Mar.6 Feb. 27 Mar. 21 
1937 1937 1937 1937 1936 
All commodities... 87.6 87.2 86.1 86.1 79.3 
All foods......... 87.9 87.3 86.3 86.7 79.9 


Changes in Section Officers 


Mr. Charles F. Seabrook of the Deerfield Packing Corpo- 
ration, Bridgeton, New Jersey, has been named by President 
Ralph O. Dulany as chairman of the Beet and Carrot Sec- 
tion, replacing Mr. Gordon J. Verhulst, who was elected at 
the annual convention but who is not in position to serve. 

Mr. Nahum B. Pratt of the Silver Creek Preserving Com- 
pany, Silver Creek, New York, has been named by President 
Dulany as secretary of the Tomato and Tomato Products 
Section, replacing Mr. G. O. Bailey. 


DRY BEAN ACREAGE PROSPECTS 


Increase of 11 Per Cent Over 1936 Estimated By 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics 


Indications are that the acreage of dry edible beans for 
harvest in 1937 will be increased about 11 per cent over the 
relatively small acreage harvested in 1936, according to the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. On the basis of this in- 
crease in acreage—and if average growing conditions pre- 
vail—the 1937 crop would total approximately 11,500,000 
bags of 100 pounds, or about 400,000 bags (4 per cent) more 
than was produced in 1936 but about 700,000 bags (6 per 
cent) less than the 1928-32 average crop. On the other 
hand, if yields per acre in 1937 are higher than the aver- 
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age, as they were in 1935 and 1936, a dry bean crop of 
12,700,000 bags, or only slightly larger than average, would 
be in prospect. Such a crop would be large enough to cover 
only average requirements. Since carry-over stocks of old 
beans probably will be below normal this fall, it is likely 
that total supplies of beans for 1937-38 will be less than 
usual and average prices to producers will approach those of 
1936-37. 


Because of the relatively small supply of dry edible beans 
available for the 1936-37 marketing season, and the im- 
proved general demand situation, prices received by farmers 
this season to date have averaged considerably above those 
of any year since 1929-30. The average of $6.44 per 100 
pounds received by growers on February 15th was the high- 
est for that month since 1928 and the highest for any month 
since November, 1929. 


Recent trade reports indicate that storage holdings, except 
in California, are considerably below those of a year ago. 
Prices, therefore, may be expected to continue at present 
or somewhat higher levels during most of the remainder of 
the current marketing season. These higher prices are 
largely responsible for the expansion in the acreage intended 
to be planted for harvest in 1937. They also have resulted 
in increased imports of beans this season to date. From 
September to January, inclusive, this season the imports 
totaled 132,000 bags of 100 pounds, compared with 50,000 
bags during the corresponding period of last season and 
114,000 bags two seasons ago. 


SHIPPERS’ COOPERATION SOUGHT 


Regional Advisory Boards Ask Aid In Reducing 
Loss and Damage Claims 


To carry out the program of making April a “perfect ship- 
ping month” the Thirteen Regional Shippers Advisory 
Boards are urging upon not only their members but all 
shippers (1) to exercise extreme care in stowing, bracing, 
marking, billing, loading, unloading and handling all ship- 
ments, carload and less-than-carload lots; (2) to investigate 
carefully all loss and damage reports to determine pos- 
sibilities for improvement in any of their shipping prac- 
tices. 


Shippers are also urged to send a questionnaire to their 
customers as a means of providing shippers with a record 
of their accomplishments. If shippers have, in addition to 
a record of their own practices and the condition of the 
shipments when turned over to the carriers, a similar record 
of the handling practices of the receivers of the goods and 
the condition of the goods upon arrival, information will be 
available upon which to base suggestions for further reducing 
the loss and damage that occur. 


Such a questionnaire, it is suggested, might embrace such 
points as name of the commodity; where and how the ship- 
ment was unloaded; its condition on arrival; nature of dam- 
age, if any; whether or not damage was noted in previous 
shipments of same nature; the apparent cause of damage, 
if known, and whether caused by improper loading in cars 
or improper boxing, crating, etc.; suggestions for prevention 
of damage. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
Carlot Shipments as Reported by the Bureau of Agricultural 


t of Agriculture 
Week Season total to— 
Mar. 20 Mar. 27 Mar. 20 Mar. 27 Mar. 27 
VEGETABLES 1936 1937 1937 1936 1937 
Beans,snapandlima 148 180 4, 111 5,030 
Tomatoes.......... 554 564 304 5,039 6,230 
pene 58 123 89 1,701 1,016 
s — 335 230 337 5, 806 6,276 
Domes tic, pet- 
ing directly 4,478 4,434 4,374 67,026 71,475 
Imports competing — 
ee 72 45 24 896 732 
Indirectly... ... 27 27 48 1,775 1,539 
Fruits 
Citrus, domestic.... 3,597 4,580 4,345 69,652 87,433 
Imports......... | 10 1 0 419 100 
Others, domestic.... 306 141 112 «15,695 790 


New Publications Mailed to Members 


Two new publications are being mailed to all members of 
the Association. One of these is entitled “Growing Sweet 
Corn to Be Marketed Through Canning,” the third in a series 
of publications dealing with canner-grower relations. The 
other is the annual statistical bulletin on the pack of canned 
vegetables. Additional copies of these bulletins will be 
available upon request. 


Information Letter Index 


With this week's Inrornmation Letter is furnished the 
annual index of the INrormMation Letter covering the issues 
for the year 1936. 

This index is published primarily for the benefit of those 
members who maintain a permanent file of the INrFoRMATION 
Lerrer. The value of such a file is revealed in the corre- 
spondence of the Association, which quite frequently is 
asked for information that has appeared in the INFORMATION 
Lerrer. Those who maintain permanent files of the Letter 
and preserve the annual index find that answers to many of 
the questions that arise can be found in the material which 
has already been placed in their hands through the Inron- 
MATION LETTER. 


CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Wheat Crop Insurance Bill Passed by Senate— 
Other Measures of Interest to Canners 


With the President's judicial reform bill still before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, all other Congressional action 
continued to move at a slow pace during the past week. The 
Senate passed and sent to the House the Pope crop insur- 
ance bill, a brief outline of which was given in the Lerrer 
for last week, and the Wheeler bill to amend the Federal 
Trade Commission Act, on which a separate article appears 
elsewhere in this Letter. 

Committee action on bills of interest to canners was con- 
fined to favorable reports on resale price maintenance and 
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water pollution legislation and to the House Committee on 
Agriculture’s continued study of the farm tenancy problem. 

Among the new bills introduced were proposals by Repre- 
sentative Bland of Virginia to aid fishermen and the fisheries 
industries; a resolution introduced by Senator Bankhead of 
Alabama to amend the Constitution to give Congress power 
to regulate the production, transportation, and distribution 
of agricultural products; and a resolution proposed by 
Senator Pepper of Florida that would require the Secretary 
of Agriculture to transmit to the Senate a plan for the estab- 
lishment of a crop insurance system for fruits and vegetables. 

Resale Price Maintenance.—The Tydings resale price 
maintenance bill (S. 100) was favorably reported from the 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary on March 29. It is a 
companion to Representative Miller's bill (H. R. 1611), 
which was reported favorably by the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee several weeks ago. The bills would provide that 
“contracts or agreements prescribing minimum prices or 
other conditions for the resale of a commodity which bears, 
or the label or container of which bears, the trade-mark, 
brand, or name of the producer or distributor of such com- 
modity and which is in free and open competition with com- 
modities of the same general class produced or distributed 
by others, when contracts or agreements of that description 
are lawful as applied to intrastate transactions, under any 
statute, law, or public policy now or hereafter in effect in any 
State, Territory, or the District of Columbia in which such 
resale is to be made, or to which the commodity is to be 
transported for such resale,” shall be exempt from the re- 
strictions of the Sherman Antitrust Act and shall not be con- 
sidered an unfair method of competition under the Federal 
Trade Commission Act. 

Water Pollution Control.—The House Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors voted to report favorably a bill (H. R. 2711) 
introduced by Representative Vinson of Kentucky which 
would create in the United States Public Health Service a 
Division of Water Pollution Control. 

The Division would prepare plans, through cooperation 
with affected parties, for reducing the pollution and improv- 
ing the sanitary condition of the navigable waters of the 
United States. The bill states that in the formulation of 
such plans regard is to be given to uses of the water supply 
for purposes of fisheries, recreation, agriculture, and indus- 
try. 

Loans and grants to cities and counties, provided they con- 
tribute at least two-thirds of the cost, and loans to private 
persons for the construction of treatment works would be 
authorized by the terms of the bill. 


An appropriation of $300,000 a year would be authorized 
for the administration of the proposal and a sum of $700,000 
a year would be authorized for distribution to the States for 
investigations, surveys, and studies necessary to the preven- 
tion and control of water pollution. 

Farm Tenancy.—Representative Jones’ farm tenancy bill 
(H. R. 8), which has been the subject of executive considera- 
tion by the House Committee on Agriculture since the con- 
clusion of hearings on the proposal late in February, finally 
received Committee action this past week. On Wednesday 
the Committee voted 13 to 11 to reject Title 1 of the bill 
providing for the government purchase of lands for resale 


to tenant farmers. A motion to reconsider is pending. It is 
reported that opposition to Title 1 came from Committee 
members who feel that the government should not get into 
the land business. The President's Committee on Farm 
Tenancy had recommended such purchases and resales in the 
report it submitted to Congress on February 16th. 


Fishery Cooperatives.—A bill to promote the cooperative 
production and merchandising of aquatic products and to 
establish a cooperative marketing section in the United States 
Bureau of Fisheries has been introduced in the House by 
Representative Bland of Virginia, chairman of the Committee 
on Merchant Marine and Fisheries. This bill (H.R. 6039) 
would establish a Fishery Cooperative Loan Corporation, the 
capital stock of which would be determined by the credit 
needs of eligible borrowers and which would be subscribed 
by the Secretary of Commerce from a revolving fund of 
$1,000,000 authorized in the bill. 


The Corporation would be empowered to make loans to any 
fishery cooperative association for the planting, producing, 
catching, etc., of aquatic products, the merchandising of these 
products and manufactures and by-products thereof, and for 
the construction or acquisition by purchase or lease of nec- 
essary physical facilities. The loans for construction of 
acquisition of physical facilities would be limited to amounts 
not in excess of 60 per cent of the appraised value, and no 
loan for construction would be authorized unless the Secre- 
tary should find that there are not available for purchase or 
lease at reasonable prices facilities such as are needed. 


The bill contains provisions with respect to rates of interest 
to be charged on loans somewhat like those governing loans 
to cooperatives in the agricultural field. Cooperative asso- 
ciations borrowing from the Corporation would be required 
to take out stock in the Corporation equal to $100 per $2,000, 
of the amount of the loan. 


The term “cooperative association” as defined in the bill 
would include any association of fishermen or planters of 
aquatic products engaged in not only catching, collecting, etc., 
of aquatic products, but also in the “processing, handling, 
preparing” and marketing of such products. 

Representative Bland has also introduced a bill (H.R. 
6065) which would authorize the transfer of certain govern- 
ment-owned vessels to the Secretary of Commerce for pur- 
poses of fishery research. 


Hardware Companies Cited in Brokerage Com- 
plaint 


In a complaint issued against Oliver Bros., Inc., of New 
York, and eleven widely scattered buying and selling com- 
panies, the Federal Trade Commission charges violation of 
the brokerage provisions of the Robinson-Patman Act. The 
complaint alleges that Oliver Bros., while acting as agent or 
representative of the buyers and subject to their direct or in- 
direct control, accepted from the selling group so-called 
brokerage fees or commissions ranging from 1 to 10 per cent 
of the agreed sale price without rendering service to the 
sellers in connection with the transactions. The commis- 
sions, it is charged, were paid over to the buying clients. 
The firms are engaged chiefly in the hardware business. 


INFORMATION LETTER 


Thank You 


The members of the staff of the Home Economics Division 
wish to express their appreciation for the cooperation that 
the industry has given in response to the Division's request 
for labels illustrative of descriptive labeling. 


Loss from Bean Rust in Washington 


Dr. G. A. Huber, plant pathologist at the Western Wash- 
ington Experiment Station, in a recent number of the Plant 
Disease Reporter, issued by the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, states that according to growers, bean rust has been 
present in western Washington in Whatcom County for sev- 
eral years but has caused little injury to the crop, owing 
principally to its late appearance. In 1936, due to heavy 
rainfall and high humidity during late spring and early sum- 
mer, rust became severe early in the growing season. On 
July 21, 1936, a field survey of twelve representative fields 
scattered throughout the county showed no field free from 
the disease. In five fields there was a question as to whether 
or not any of the crop would mature sufficiently to harvest. 
At harvest time, it was estimated that out of the 400 acres 
of Blue Lake and Kentucky Wonder varieties, the rust dis- 
ease caused approximately 40 per cent reduction in yield in 
Whatcom County during 1936. 


Report Available on Michigan Conference 


A mimeographed report of the proceedings of the Second 
Annual Conference and School for Michigan Canners and 
Fieldmen, held at Michigan State College at East Lansing 
January 6 to 8, 1937, has just been issued by that institution. 
Copies of this report may be obtained by addressing a re- 
quest to Dr. C. H. Mahoney, Department of Horticulture, 
Michigan State College, East Lansing, Mich. 


Bulletin on Methods of Buying Sweet Corn 


The University of Maine Extension Service at Orono has 
issued as Bulletin No. 235 a publication entitled “A New 
Method of Buying Sweet Corn for Canning,” which describes 
the method of buying sweet corn on the basis of U. S. grades 
for the raw product. 

Studies were begun in 1930 by the Extension Service in 
cooperation with the Maine Canners Association to deter- 
mine the effect of maturity on the yield and quality of sweet 
corn for canning. The purpose of the study was to develop 
a method of buying corn that would return the grower maxi- 
mum value for the best quality, thus automatically rewarding 
with a higher price the grower who delivers corn that will 
make fancy canned corn. 

On the basis of investigations made in Maine by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, preliminary grades were established in 1930, 
which were used for several years. In 1935 official U. S. 
grades were promulgated and the Maine Department of Agri- 
culture, cooperating with the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture, offered canners a regular inspection service, which was 
used during the 1936 canning season by 33 canneries. 


Copies of the publication analyzing in detail the results of 
buying sweet corn on the U. S. grade basis in Maine may be 
secured on application to the Extension Service, University 
of Maine, Orono. 


ROTENONE CONTENT TESTS 


Association’s Laboratory Prepared to Examine 
Ground Derris and Cubé Roots 


In planning for this season’s work in the control of the 
pea aphids some Association members contemplate the use 
of the insecticides that were investigated last season. The 
insecticidal properties of derris and cubé root are judged by 
their rotenone content, and most purchases of these prepara- 
tions are based on a specified rotenone content. 

Last year the Washington Research Laboratory tested a 
number of deliveries of these preparations and some were 
found to vary considerably from the declared rotenone con- 
tent. The Laboratory is prepared to test commercial de- 
liveries of ground derris and cubé roots, and those members 
who contemplate using these materials and who wish to have 
them tested for rotenone content are requested to communi- 
cate with the Washington Laboratory for definite instructions 
regarding samples to be sent. 

Ground derris and cubé root are usually purchased on a 
guaranty of 4 per cent rotenone. When prepared derris or 
cubé dusts are purchased these should also be a guaranteed 
rotenone content. It is recommended by entomologists that 
this should be approximately 1 per cent. 

In the preparation of ready-mixed dusts containing dil- 
uents and spreaders the manufacturers are using a number 
of different substances. Some of these added substances inter- 
fere with the testing of the prepared mixture for rotenone 
content and satisfactory tests are not at present available. 
It is understood that the Department of Agriculture is work- 
ing on the development of tests for such mixtures, but until 
these are available the Association's Research Laboratory will 
not be able to test such products with confidence. 
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